Cooper's birthplace is from the text-picture in
"Literary Rambles," by Theodore F. Wolfe,
M.D., PH.D. The first of his father's family in
this new country was James Cooper, who came
from Stratford-oil-Avon, England, in 1679. He
and his wife were Quakers, and with Quaker
thrift bought wide tracts of land in New Jersey
and Pennsylvania. Seventy-five years after James
Cooper stepped on American soil his great-
grandson William was born, December 2, 1754,
in Byberry township, Pennsylvania.

On December 12, 1775, at Burlington, New
Jersey, William Cooper married Elizabeth,
daughter of Richard Fenimore, whose family
came from Oxfordshire of Old England, and,
at intervals, held office in her provinces. James,
the future author and named for his grand-
father Cooper, was the eleventh of twelve
children. About 1807 Cooper, by request of
his mother, said he would adopt the name of
Fenimore as there were no men of her family
to continue it. The change was delayed by
the untimely death of Judge Cooper, and also
to make less difficult the settlement of his
large estate. But in 1826 James Cooper applied
to the legislature for his change of name to
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